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Auditor General DeFoor Distributes $54 Million in State Aid to 
Support Volunteer Firefighters, Protect Residents & Communities 
HARRISBURG – Auditor General Timothy L. DeFoor today announced his department has released more 
than $54 million in state aid to help dedicated volunteer firefighters save lives and protect property 
across Pennsylvania. 

“This crucial funding will help more than 1,800 volunteer firefighter relief associations to provide 
equipment, training and insurance for Pennsylvania’s volunteer first responders,” DeFoor said. “At a 
time when many volunteers are spending more time raising money than fighting fires, these state funds 
are more important than ever.” 

A total of 2,517 municipalities received $54,092,259 for distribution to volunteer firefighter relief 
associations (VFRAs), which are legally separate from the fire departments that they support.  

The funding comes from a 2 percent state tax on fire insurance premiums purchased by Pennsylvania 
residents from out-of-state insurance companies. The amount of tax revenue available for distribution 
varies from year to year. Regional funding totals for 2021 are as follows: 

• Central: $4,042,732.
• Susquehanna Valley: $13,105,285.
• Greater Pittsburgh: $10,317,509.
• Northwest: $2,230,763.
• Northeast: $5,584,250.
• Lehigh Valley: $2,683,444.
• Southeast: $16,128,273.

In addition to distributing the funding to VFRAs, the Department of the Auditor General audits those 
organizations to ensure aid dollars are spent as required by state law. The latest VFRA audits may be 
found online in the Audit Report Center.  

Review detailed 2021 VFRA funding details for all municipalities and learn more about the Department 
of the Auditor General online at www.PaAuditor.gov.    

# # # 

EDITOR’S NOTE: A by-county listing of the 2021 VFRA funding allocation is provided below. Philadelphia 
does not have a qualifying VFRA because fire services are provided by full-time employees. 

https://www.paauditor.gov/audit-reports?from=&to=2021-09-29&type=&category=Volunteer+Firefighters%27+Relief+Associations&county=&keywords=
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Volunteer Firefighters' Volunteer Firefighters'
Relief Association Relief Association

Bucks County 4,188,417.09$                Bedford County 260,910.83$                   
Chester County 3,588,745.42$                Blair County 403,486.96$                   
Delaware County 2,845,050.32$                Cambria County 507,224.81$                   
Montgomery County 5,506,060.96$                Cameron County 21,402.27$                     
Philadelphia County -$                                Centre County 831,701.38$                   
Greater Philadelphia 16,128,273.79$              Clearfield County 350,007.67$                   

Clinton County 184,614.95$                   
Lehigh County 1,429,437.63$                Elk County 138,822.76$                   
Northampton County 1,254,006.41$                Fulton County 81,352.06$                     
Lehigh Valley 2,683,444.04$                Huntingdon County 225,218.97$                   

Indiana County 386,061.49$                   
Bradford County 308,334.31$                   Jefferson County 191,168.90$                   
Carbon County 318,350.71$                   Potter County 90,357.31$                     
Columbia County 331,063.13$                   Somerset County 370,402.18$                   
Lackawanna County 667,867.28$                   Central 4,042,732.54$                
Luzerne County 1,180,606.43$                
Lycoming County 451,883.80$                   Clarion County 159,265.51$                   
Monroe County 841,068.10$                   Crawford County 302,304.05$                   
Montour County 104,473.34$                   Erie County 863,710.13$                   
Pike County 365,293.63$                   Forest County 35,603.42$                     
Sullivan County 53,668.40$                     McKean County 134,359.85$                   
Susquehanna County 231,841.31$                   Mercer County 438,144.32$                   
Tioga County 214,492.84$                   Venango County 161,966.37$                   
Wayne County 357,495.77$                   Warren County 135,409.87$                   
Wyoming County 157,811.46$                   Northwest 2,230,763.52$                
Northeast 5,584,250.51$                

Allegheny County 4,457,786.44$                
Adams County 556,324.86$                   Armstrong County 287,550.04$                   
Berks County 1,676,741.70$                Beaver County 721,816.65$                   
Cumberland County 1,454,345.35$                Butler County 1,028,047.92$                
Dauphin County 1,302,120.65$                Fayette County 589,134.30$                   
Franklin County 752,625.54$                   Greene County 193,777.71$                   
Juniata County 124,159.52$                   Lawrence County 313,457.04$                   
Lancaster County 2,688,708.62$                Washington County 957,319.33$                   
Lebanon County 684,265.63$                   Westmoreland County 1,768,620.15$                
Mifflin County 208,481.00$                   Greater Pittsburgh 10,317,509.58$              
Northumberland County 379,159.47$                   
Perry County 240,494.50$                   Total 54,092,259.85$              
Schuylkill County 634,946.09$                   
Snyder County 196,476.61$                   
Union County 224,129.81$                   
York County 1,982,306.52$                
Susquehanna Valley 13,105,285.87$              

State Aid for Volunteer Firefighters - 2021
$54.0 Million

A breakdown of aid by municipality is available online
at:  https://www.paauditor.gov/vfra-allocations
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